The Nature of Biblical Fellowship

Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

1 John 1:1-7

'What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at
and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- %and the life was manifested, and we have seen and
testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- “what we
have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. “These things we write, so that our joy may be
made complete. >This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in
Him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth; 'but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Cor. 10:16
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break,
is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

I. Biblical Fellowship Originates in the Eternal Relationship between God the Father and God the Son

1 John 1:1-3

'What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at
and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- %and the life was manifested, and we have seen and
testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- *what we have
seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

II. Biblical Fellowship Exists on Three Levels

1 John 1:3 *what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

* Fellowship Between God the Father and God the Son
John 10:30 "I and the Father are one."

Matthew 11:25-27 *At that time Jesus said, "I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have
hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. **"Yes, Father, for this way
was well-pleasing in Your sight. 2’"All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows
the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills
to reveal Him.”

John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”



John 15: 9-10 °"Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. '°If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His
love.”

* Fellowship Between the Believer and God

1John 1:3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:9 °God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son. Jesus Christ
our Lord.

1 Cor. 1:30 *°But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption

John 15:4-5 *"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine,
so neither can you unless you abide in Me. >"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”

Galatians 2:20  *°" have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for
me.

* Fellowship Among Believers

1 John 1:3 *what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 John 1:6-7 °If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; "but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

III. Biblical Fellowship is an Expression of Genuine Love
John 15:12 '*"This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. "*"Greater love
has no one than this that one lay down his life for his friends.”
¢ Pursuing Biblical Fellowship Requires Self Sacrifice
1Thessalonians 4:9-10 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for

you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who
are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more.



